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How to use this DevotionalHow to use this Devotional
These devotions really are for everyone. We hope you will use this as a guide  

to help you grow in faith as together we live into the call of Lent.

For Families 
There is no right way to use this devotional, as each family is different. Spending time together reading  
scripture, praying, and thinking creatively is a great way to prepare for Easter. Depending on the age of 
your children, you may want to consider the following: 

For families with young children
Set aside some time each day to read the daily scripture together, keeping in mind the word  
for the day. If your children are old enough to read, have them read. Ask them what they  
remember or what stood out to them in the reading. Use the questions supplied or make  
up your own to help focus your reflection. Encourage kids to draw pictures that reflect the  
reading or the day’s word. Please post these to the Lent Photo-A-Day Facebook page.  
(See page 3 for more information about the Facebook page.)

For families with junior or senior high students
Older children can do much of this on their own, but it is great to talk about this as a family  
and encourage them to join you in this daily devotion. Together, pick a time to touch base  
each day to review the daily devotion. If you find meeting daily is challenging, set aside a  
half hour a couple of times a week to review the daily devotions. If your daily schedule is  
a bit crazy, you might want to schedule a time before things get out of hand!
You might want to take pictures that reflect each day’s word and scripture lesson and share  
them with each other via e-mail or post them on your favorite social media platforms.

For individuals 
If you are able, set aside the same time each day—15 to 30 minutes will give you time not only  
to read but to think, ponder, and pray. You are invited to do as much or as little as you find helpful. 
Each day there is a scripture reading, a photo, devotional thoughts, and questions. Keep in mind  
the theme is Journey to the Cross, so as you read the daily scripture, make this the focal point of  
your devotional thoughts and prayers. As you read, you might choose to engage in one of  
the following disciplines: 

Meditation 
Quietly focus on the daily reading, perhaps reading it over and over again.
Reflection 
Use this booklet to help focus your thoughts, answer the questions supplied, and ask new ones!
Journaling 
You might want to have a little notebook set aside for this or go paperless and blog!
Social Media 
Post photos, artwork, or poems that have been inspired by your devotional time.

Share these devotions with family or friends and use this time to prepare your hearts and minds  
this Lent when we prepare to celebrate Jesus‘ resurrection. 

Lent Photo-A-Day Facebook PageLent Photo-A-Day Facebook Page
Each day will have a theme word. Focus on that word and what it means devotionally.  
As you go throughout your day, when something reminds you of that word or evokes  

a response, snap a picture and share it to your favorite social media platform.  
Add hashtags when you post: #(word of the day), #Lent2021, #journeytothecross21,  

and any other hashtag that says something about the Journey to the Cross. 

Find more information and daily additions on the Lent Photo-A-Day Facebook page,  
www.facebook.com/LentPhotoADay.
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Questions 
1.   What does “following Jesus” mean to you?
2.   Can people tell you follow Jesus by the way you live? 

How?
3.   What might you do differently this Lent as you follow 

Jesus?
Prayer
Dear Jesus, you called all sorts of people to follow you. 
Following your way is not always easy, but you promise 
to be with us all the way. Bless us as we live out our faith 
as your followers in the world. We pray in your name. 
Amen 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

 Follow Luke 9:51-62

These days, many businesses and individuals determine 
their value and popularity by how many “followers” 
they have on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. With 
the click of a button you can observe the life of a person 
or business and can read and watch what they’re up to 
without having to do a thing other than scroll. But this 
type of following requires little commitment and no real 
sacrifice. 
The “following” that Jesus is talking about here requires 
risk, commitment, and sacrifice. Following Jesus isn’t 
just entertaining, it’s life-changing. The people Jesus 
called to follow him would need to leave many things 
behind, and their lives might be in danger, as well. 
During our times, we might not need to leave families 
behind and leave our dead to bury their own dead to 
follow Jesus. But following Jesus does and should affect 
how we live and behave. People learn about what we 
believe and about the Lord we follow by how we speak, 
how we treat others, by the choices we make, and by the 
ways we use our money and resources. Following Jesus 
means setting aside selfishness, loving those who seem 
unlovable, speaking out against injustice, serving those 
in need, and forgiving those who have wronged us. It’s 
not as easy as simply clicking a button, but the rewards 
are much more profound.

build a relationship, and share in each other’s lives in 
deep and meaningful ways.  
This was the kind of hospitality I learned in India, and it 
has been a gift I have carried with me ever since.
Questions
1.  Was there a time you experienced true hospitality 

like this? What did you learn through that experience?
2.  In what ways is hospitality important to you? How 

have you used this to welcome God?
Prayer
God of hospitality, you call us into the world for ministry, 
and out of that you give us space to form beautiful  
relationships. As we go about doing your work in our 
lives, help us to show true hospitality, so that all may 
know your love and care. Amen

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18

  Hospitality Luke 10:1-12

During my second J-term in Seminary, I had the privilege  
of traveling to India. The main part of the class was 
to learn about Christians in India, and to also learn a 
bit about what it’s like to live in communities where 
people practice different faiths. It was beautiful and eye 
opening; powerful and a struggle. But one of the things 
that we didn’t expect to learn there was hospitality, and 
the reality that we were really bad at it. We learned to 
welcome people as we were welcomed, just as we were.  
When I read this story of the disciples going out two  
by two, I am often reminded of my time in India. The 
disciples learned hospitality as they went out to heal the 
sick. Jesus instructed them to eat what they were given, 
and he encouraged them to stay with their hosts the  
entire time they were ministering in the community.  
Jesus knew that the importance went beyond cultural 
norms and politeness, but would offer true hospitality—
the opportunity to mutually get to know one another, 
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we journey to the cross, we are reminded that in his life, 
death, and resurrection, Jesus came to change things, to 
redeem us, to provide a way of repentance that leads to 
life now and forever. The struggle this Lent is the same as 
it has always been. God speaks in all that Christ says and 
does, but do we listen?
Questions
1.   What first comes to mind for you when you hear the 

word repent?
2.   What makes it hard for you to listen?
3.   What blessings did you receive long ago that took 

you some time to learn to appreciate?
Prayer
Gracious God, help us to not only hear but listen and act 
on your redemptive word. May we not judge ourselves 
against others because of external labels or circumstance.  
Strengthen us on our Lenten journey that in the cross, 
we may see your love for all people. Amen

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19

 Listen Luke 10:13-16

NewsHour was doing a story on essential workers, then 
just a few months into the pandemic. One such person 
who was being compromised as an essential worker was 
telling of gratitude shown her way. “God bless you,” the 
person said, “you have a place in heaven!” The worker 
pleaded the rhetorical question, “What about my place 
on earth?”
A temptation of those who carry the cross is that, with 
eyes fixed upon heaven, they lose sight of those on 
earth. The Father, Son, and Spirit of this passage invite 
you again to see what others could not, to hear what 
others did not.
Questions
1. What does Mother’s Day mean to you?
2.  How have you contributed to the welfare of others 

during the pandemic?
3.  What difference does it make to you that Jesus says 

you have a place, on earth and in heaven?
Prayer
We thank you, Father/Mother, Lord of heaven AND earth, 
because you have revealed yourself to us, even in Jesus 
your Son; it is your gracious will. May we hear others 
who reveal themselves to us, and offer care for them no 
less than for ourselves. Amen

Mother’s Day is as Hallmark® as it gets for some, and as 
painful as it can be for others.  
For the former participants, it is a day to celebrate and 
honor, or be celebrated, honored, and pampered. If 
memory serves, when I was a kid it was the day mom 
wasn’t supposed to have to cook. In some circles it has 
now nearly become a church holiday.  
But for the latter participants, of whom there are many, 
the day is a reminder that their mother is no longer 
here, never was for some, or that as much as they long 
to hold that title,they do not or cannot. What is going on 
in the culture around them is in contrast to what is being 
experienced within them.
Perhaps a microcosm of this annual paradox showed 
itself last year the day after Mother’s Day. PBS’s  

As I write this, I am sitting outside my parents’ home in 
Arizona. Because of COVID, we’ve really gone nowhere 
or done anything that we might typically do. But that 
is okay because I have been able to sit down and work 
on these devotions. As I listen to the sounds around 
me, I hear a wind chime, the sounds of several birds, an 
occasional rev of an engine some distance away, and 
the crunch of footsteps as people walk by. It is relatively 
quiet outside those sounds, and I try to listen to the 
words of scripture and what they say. Too often, we are so 
distracted by the busyness of life that we cannot listen. 
We might hear. But do we really listen? To stop, take off 
the headphones, turn your phone over, and closely pay 
attention to the words of another is incredibly tough 
sometimes. 
Today, our reading lists several towns where Jesus 
taught and healed; others were cities with a reputation.  
But Jesus states just because he preached there doesn’t 
mean they listened. Just because they had the blessing 
of his presence doesn’t mean it changed their lives. As 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20

  And Luke 10:17-24
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a chance to talk, healing began, and he experienced 
love – the love of God and love of community. "Who is 
my neighbor?" Jesus is asked. The response is, one who 
needs love.
Questions
1.  Who is in need of love in your life? 
2. How can you share the love of God with them? 
Prayer
Help me to love, O Lord, especially when it comes to my 
neighbor. Empower me with your compassion, grace, 
and love. Amen

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21

 Neighbor Luke 10:25-42

Mike made my life miserable. He spoke poorly of  
me throughout the community. He made fun of my 
sermons. He complained about how I cared for the  
parsonage lawn. There were times when I wanted to  
ignore Mike. Then a family member of his died, and 
I knew that I had to go visit him, even though I didn’t 
want to. I drove out to his place, knocked on the door, 
and when he answered he gruffly said, “What do you 
want?” I told him I heard about what happened and 
was thinking about him. He then looked at me and lost 
it. We went in, and he talked and wept, and when I left, 
he thanked me for coming. For years Mike had been on 
the side of the road in the ditch, but when he was given 

Prayer
Heavenly Father, you have called us into relationship 
with you and welcome our prayers. Help us to put our 
trust in you and pour out our hearts as a child turns to a 
loving parent knowing that you will answer. Amen

In today’s reading, we are encouraged to pray to God 
with confidence and ask for what we need. Just as a 
father knows how to give good gifts to his children 
and even a neighbor will supply an urgent need, then 
surely God, who has it in his power to grant much more, 
will hear and answer our prayers. The Lord’s Prayer is 
a model prayer in which we are to see God as a loving 
Father. It implies a close trusting relationship. God can 
be counted on to answer our prayers, not because we 
have persistently pestered him or formed elegant words, 
but because he is our loving parent.
Questions
1.  What kinds of things do you feel confident asking a 

parent that you would not ask someone else?
2.  Why do you trust them?
3.  Do you see similarities with your relationship with 

God?

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Ask Luke 11:1-13
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Questions
1.  What images come to your mind when you hear the 

word “woe?”
2.  What in your life might Jesus be calling you,  

admonishing you to reconsider as we journey to  
the cross?

Prayer
God, our sovereign and king, you call us to repentance, 
to examine our hearts, and to embrace your kingdom. 
Turn our woe into joy. Turn our disobedience into  
obedience, and make us vehicles of your kingdom for 
the sake of Christ our Lord. Amen

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23

Woe Luke 11:27-54

As we move through Luke’s gospel in this journey of 
Lent: this journey to the cross, we are going to see Jesus 
constantly pointing people toward the kingdom of God 
and pointing them toward actions that bring the reality 
of God’s reign to this world. And this is exactly what 
Jesus is doing in our reading from Luke today, as he 
contends with the Pharisees and the teachers of the law.
When the Pharisees, and later the lawyers, confront 
Jesus regarding his teaching in this passage, Christ 
responds with exclamations of woe. Now, when I think 
of woe, I think of weeping and gnashing of teeth. I think 
suffering and hurt. But I kind of love the picture that 
our devotional has today, which shows a person more 
in contemplation than despair. Jesus tells these things 
to the Pharisees and lawyers in order to try to get them 
to consider their actions, to contemplate their practices, 
and hopefully to change their ways—to act in those ways 
that bring about the kingdom. As we journey to the cross 
today, our invitation is the same. To examine ourselves, 
to contemplate our actions, and to strive for the reign of 
God, which Jesus brings.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

 Possessions Luke 12:1-21

When my children were young, they loved Veggie Tales. 
These funny, animated vegetables helped to teach them 
values like sharing and forgiveness. One of our favorite 
videos was “Madame Blueberry,” who admittedly, was 
not a vegetable. Madame was a very fortunate blueberry.  
She had a lot of possessions, which she kept in her 
beautiful tree house. But when a Stuff Mart was built 
down the road, Madame saw all the stuff they had, and 
she started to want more… and more… and more. The 
more she had, the more she wanted. She was never 
satisfied. She watched a poor family happily celebrate 
their child’s birthday with a tiny piece of apple pie, and 
she couldn’t understand how others could be satisfied 
with so little. Eventually, Madame Blueberry came to 
learn that it’s not the “stuff” in life that’s important. Stuff 
is temporary. Stuff can’t love you. Stuff can’t really even 
make you happy. 

When Jesus was asked to get involved in a sibling  
dispute over an inheritance, he avoided taking sides  
but turned the topic to greed, telling a parable to get  
his point across. Possessions aren’t what is important,  
Jesus tells them. Possessions are temporary and  
sometimes even distract us from what is important. 
What is important is human relationships and our  
relationship with God. Those relationships give us life, 
hope, and lasting joy; unlike possessions, which  
Madame Blueberry teaches us, can be catapulted out of 
an overly-burdened tree house. 
Questions
1.   What in your life gives you the most joy?
2.   What possessions tend to weigh you down or stress 

you out?
3.   Can you do anything about that?
Prayer
Lord, we live in a world that often values possessions 
over relationships. Remind us of what really matters and 
what is life-giving in this world. Help us to remember 
that “a thankful heart is a happy heart,” so we can  
appreciate what we have, particularly our relationship 
with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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words only serve to make it worse. But that doesn’t take 
away from their power, because at the right time, when 
I’m exhausted from worry, when I need Jesus to speak 
these words into my life, that’s when they become balm 
for my soul. These words from Jesus have the power to 
free me from that worry cycle and remind me to take a 
step back and breathe. “Do not worry, and have no fear”.
Questions
1.  When have these words increased your worry or 

made you more frustrated? What would have been 
helpful instead?

2.  When have these words calmed your worried soul? 
What made them helpful?

Prayer
God of provision, break the cycles of worry in our lives, 
and help us to experience the gift of your abundance.  
Calm our fears and encourage us to live more fully 
through all that you provide. Amen

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

Worry Luke 12:22-34

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26

 Require Luke 12:35-48

Now is one of those times where I become a worrier. In 
spite of a pandemic, it seems as if there are more and 
more things to juggle. Work gets hectic, and I worry 
about dropping balls, both on tasks and on people. Time 
seems to slip through my fingers, and I worry about 
taking care of my dog and cat, and also myself. I worry 
about what I’m going to cook, I worry about cleaning 
and doing laundry. It’s a cycle of worry that extends to 
my friends and family. Is everyone okay? Do they need 
anything? Can I help? And I know I’m not alone in this, 
because we all have much to worry about. Children, 
parents, bills, work, food, there’s more than plenty to 
worry about. 
And in many ways Jesus’s words today about the ravens 
and the flowers and the grass of the field is both a  
platitude and a comfort. Said at the wrong time, these 
words can cause more worry and frustration. Because 
sometimes when I’m caught in that worry cycle, these 

I cannot tell you how happy I will be when I don’t need 
to remember to bring or even wear a mask everywhere 
I go. It is required for now, and I am happy… no, I am 
glad… er… no, I will do it for others if not myself. Today 
Jesus is calling us to be prepared for him to be among 
us. In this story of servants awaiting their master to 
return from a wedding feast of indeterminate length, we 
learn that the requirement is that they should live at the 
ready. There once was a bumper sticker that read: “Jesus 
is coming, look busy!” Now I get the humor in this, but I 
would say Jesus wants us to do more than look busy, but 
be busy about his business.  
Peter, God bless him, asks, "We are your people, do we 
have to do this too?"
Jesus doesn’t ease off the gas here; in fact, he doubles 
down. If you call yourself a Christian, this goes double 
for you! Responsibility to the master is required. There 
is no wiggle room. There is no such thing as a part-time 
Christian because you never know when the love, grace, 

and mercy of God comes to you or needs to flow through 
you to others. This is the gift and requirement of love.
Questions
1.  How do you feel when you are told that you “have 

to” do something, that it is required even if you don’t 
immediately see why?

2.  In the future, how do you think people will remember  
these COVID days and its requirements?

3.  How does the language of this passage communicate  
the importance of being ready?   

Prayer
Loving God, you call us to be at the ready for your  
presence in our lives. Whether that be in the early  
morning, midday, or late at night, may we be prepared 
for you when you come in the guise of our family, 
friends, and neighbor. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen



14 15

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

 Divided Luke 12:49-59

Approximately 1,500 hundred years after Jesus died was 
the Reformation, which was a time of great division. The 
sad part is that the hope of the protesters was to reform 
the Roman Catholic Church, to unify it rather than divide.  
In overly simplistic terms, Pope Leo X wanted that  
unification to be in his position, and Martin Luther 
wanted it to be in scripture. This is just a glimpse of what 
I learned in Reformation history at Seminary.  
I wish I could think of a modern-day example of division, 
but I am drawing a blank… said no one in America in SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28

 Repent Luke 13:1-9, 31-35

Questions
1.  What are some things of which you need to repent?
2.  What are some things for which you need to forgive 

others?
Prayer
Gracious Lord, I am sorry. I am sorry for the pain I have 
caused you and others. I am sorry for straying. I am sorry 
for thinking about myself above others. Forgive me, O 
God of grace, and help me to serve you and others as I 
am called. In your name I pray. Amen

2020. Trump and Pelosi. George and Breonna; say their 
name. Garland must wait and Coney Barrett before the 
dust settles on RBG. Historical statuary and memorials to 
supremacy. Mask mandates and religious ‘freedom.’ The 
most secure election ever and fraud. Portland, Oregon 
and Washington, D.C. This is the United States  
of America. United.
Professor Hendel also taught us something else in 
Seminary. This time it wasn’t so much history as it was 
a lesson in time. “Unity,” he said, “is in diversity, not in 
conformity.” How do we make sense of that with Jesus?
What if we were to approach Jesus differently, you know, 
like different denominations do? History bears out, 
there’s little conformity in that. But we don’t have to all 
believe in Jesus the same way. We can divide ourselves 
from one another all the day long, but "nothing," says 
Paul, "can separate us from the love of God in Jesus."
Questions
1. Who are you divided from?
2.  How can you love those you are divided from?
3.  How has God loved you when you were divided from 

God (by sin)?
Prayer
God, grant me the serenity to accept the division that 
needs to take place, the courage to make an effort to 
settle the case—to unify when I can—and the wisdom to 
know the difference. Amen

I have made mistakes in life, as I am sure you have. After 
I have made a mistake—after I have hurt someone—I  
realize I need to make a change. I need to apologize, 
I need to repent. This is never an easy thing to do, but 
over the years I have learned the power of repentance. 
To repent is to work towards a restored relationship, 
to admit your actions have caused a rift between you 
and the other person, even between you and God, and 
then work to repair that rift by going to the person and 
admitting your mistake. 
We are called to repent so that communities can be 
strengthened and relationships can be restored. We are 
called to repent so that we can be honest with ourselves. 
We are called to repent and admit we are not perfect;  
we are not God. And as we turn around—as we repent—
we hear those life-giving words— your sins are forgiven.
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Questions
1.   What kind of person is most unlike you?
2.   If that person asked for your help what would inform 

your decision?
3.  How do you think Jesus would respond in that same 

situation?
Prayer
We often look past people we do not want to see and do 
not acknowledge their innate dignity as a child of God. 
Send us the spirit of compassion that we may view all 
people as worthy of our attention and enable us to be 
part of your ministry of wholeness. Amen

MONDAY, MARCH 1

 Worthy Luke 13:10-17

loaf of bread to rise. As we journey to the Cross, Jesus 
reminds us that the roots of the kingdom may be  
imperceptible, but the results of the kingdom certainly 
are not. Jesus points out to us that we will see the results 
of the kingdom. The invitation for us today is to ponder 
how the little things that we do for the sake of God’s 
reign might have larger effects in the world.
Questions
1.  If someone asked you to compare the reality of the 

kingdom of God to something, what comparison 
would you make?

2.  Which of Jesus’ comparisons today strikes you the 
most: the yeast, the mustard seed, or the narrow 
door?

Prayer
Christ, our teacher, you invite us to contemplate God’s 
kingdom through parables and comparisons. Help us 
to notice the effects of your reign in our world and lives. 
Amen

TUESDAY, MARCH 2

 Compare Luke 13:18-30

For eighteen long years the woman in this passage has 
been bent over and unable to stand up straight. She has 
not been able to look people in the eye, going about 
her duties from a stooped position, probably looking at 
the dust beneath her feet as much as anything. Illness 
was seen as a punishment for sin. She would have been 
avoided by her community and may have felt unworthy 
even in her own eyes. Yet when Jesus sees her in the 
synagogue that day he immediately calls her over. 
Jesus lays his hands on her in blessing and heals her. 
But the leader of the synagogue strongly objects as the 
woman’s illness was a chronic condition, which he thinks 
could have waited until the Sabbath day had passed. Yet 
Jesus responds just as strongly, "for if an ox or donkey is 
worthy of care on the Sabbath then surely a daughter of 
Abraham, should be set free from her suffering on the 
Sabbath." 
Too often we place people in categories of us and them, 
of those who are worthy of our concern and help and 
those who are not. We may put conditions on when we 
should give aid. In fact, those who we sympathize with 
the least are likely those most in need of our care. Jesus 
sees all people as worthy of his loving attention. It is 
always the right time to show compassion. 

I love parables. Jesus’ teaching in these illustrative 
stories gives us an expansive vision of the kingdom of 
God: the lordship of the Almighty over all aspects of our 
lives and world, which is a different sort of kingdom than 
we’d expect. And because it’s different than the sort of 
kingdom that we’d expect, Jesus invites us to compare 
the kingdom reality to things that we might be more 
familiar with, so that we can begin to form a picture of 
the reality of God’s reign.
Today, Jesus invites us to compare the kingdom to a 
tiny seed that becomes a large tree. Jesus invites us to 
compare the kingdom to the invisible and imperceptible 
yeast that, when mixed with flour, causes the entire 
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Questions
1.  In what areas of your life do you focus more on law?
2.  In what areas of your life do you focus more on 

grace?
3.  How could our world benefit from more grace and 

compassion right now?
Prayer
God of grace, you gave the law to your people as an 
everlasting covenant. Then you sent your Son to bring 
the covenant of grace and love. Inspire us to show grace 
and love to others, so that your gospel may be spread in 
our words and deeds. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3

 Lawful Luke 14:1-6

THURSDAY, MARCH 4

 Humility Luke 14:7-14

But this lesson in humility has stuck with me, because 
we so often put conditions on the way that we give. 
We typically give and expect something in return; at 
the bare minimum we expect some show of gratitude.  
Sometimes we expect another kind act in return or a  
change of heart, attitude, or behavior. But in this parable,  
Jesus asks us, his followers, to give without expectations.  
Jesus asks us to give of ourselves to those who cannot 
repay us. And that is a hard lesson of humility.
Questions
1.  How difficult would it be to give to someone without 

expecting anything in return?
2.  What has God done for you without expecting 

anything else in return? 
Prayer
Loving God, in your generosity, you give to us without  
expectation. As we serve the least of these in our 
community, keep us ever mindful of the gift of the cross.  
May that gift of Jesus give us the humility we need to 
care for your people, through your son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen

It was the Sabbath day, a day that was strictly regulated 
by biblical laws about what people could and couldn’t 
do. There could be no kindling fires or lighting candles, 
no cooking, no writing, no building or tearing down, no 
finishing of anything. It was simply a day to rest, a day to 
connect with family, a day to worship, a day devoted to 
God. It’s always sounded funny that a day of rest should 
be so legalistic and complicated about what could and 
could not be done. But remember that the Sabbath 
commandment was first given to former slaves, who had 
never had a day off in their lives. They needed specific 
guidance about what was considered work and what 
was not. They needed help learning how to observe the 
Sabbath. 
And on that particular Sabbath, Jesus decided to 
challenge the Pharisees, “Is it lawful to cure on the 
Sabbath?” Nobody spoke. Perhaps it felt like a trap. So 
without another word, Jesus healed a man nearby who 
was suffering from dropsy. (Dropsy is severe edema and 
would’ve caused great discomfort or pain to the man.) 
The man was able to walk away completely healed.
While some may have been upset that Jesus healed on 
the Sabbath, Jesus showed that “lawfulness” of an  
action isn’t as important as the compassion of that 
action. While God’s people had related to God through 
the law, Jesus had come to bring grace.

Humility can be a tough lesson to learn. When I was in 
my early 30s, I had major knee surgery and depended 
on my dad for a lot of help. In those first few days, I had 
to rely on him for everything—to bring me food and  
fresh ice to ease the swelling and to help me get to the  
bathroom. Suddenly, the things I was sort of able to  
do the day before, I was no longer able to do. I felt  
powerless, and sometimes I even got frustrated  
because there was nothing I could give in return to 
thank him for caring for me. He didn’t expect me to be 
able to give anything in return, and he was happy he 
was able to take care of me. It was his gift of love to me 
that summer. Of course once I showed the slightest bit 
of improvement, I was left to fend for myself, which, 
while frustrating at times, was also empowering.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 5

  Inviting Luke 14:15-24

This doesn’t mean those of us who are busy do not have 
a place in the Kingdom; not at all! 
The point Jesus is making here is that our busyness or 
success must not distract us from the things that truly 
matter in life—our relationship with Jesus and inviting 
others to join us in the blessings of life in God’s kingdom  
open for all. 
Questions
1.  What busyness, if any, keeps you distracted from 

God’s invitation in your life? 
2.  What was the most surprising invitation you ever 

received? How did you react?
3.  How does it make you feel that the invitations are 

opened up wide… that all are invited? Would you 
be surprised to see anyone at the Lord’s table?  

Prayer
Heavenly Father, you invite us to live into the fullness 
of your family. Help us to still the busyness of our lives 
to see where Jesus is inviting us to meet him in loving 
service. Amen

Affirmation of Baptism (also known as Confirmation) is 
one of the church’s ways of preparing for, asking, and 
supporting just that; discipleship, follow me (also known 
as Jesus). It is a step in the never-ending journey of our 
Baptism. It is a covenant; a shared commitment to Jesus 
with other intenders. And it is possible.
Questions
1.  Did Jesus’ disciples always make the correct  

estimates of what it cost to follow him?
2.  What might that suggest to us?
3.  Where do you think the most room for growth is for 

you in being a disciple of Jesus?
Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank you for the love and strength to carry 
the cross, to follow you, to be yours. Use us as well, 
to give others the love and strength they need to see 
through the day, whatever cross they may bear. Amen

SATURDAY, MARCH 6

  Intending Luke 14:25-35

As a pastor, I frequently get invited to wedding receptions.  
These are events of great joy, but I nearly always have to 
send my regrets because we have worship at the same 
time receptions are often held. Then I read this portion of 
the Gospel of Luke, and I feel horrible. 
Most often, invitations are made with great expectation 
that the invitee will say 'yes'. Just look at the person’s 
face in today’s picture: there is such joy and anticipation 
as it appears she is inviting you into her shop.  
In our reading today, the invitations to a feast are all sent 
and a reminder is made, but the invitees are all unable 
to come. They are essentially saying, “I’ve got something 
better to do. Sorry.” Their reasons or excuses are varied, 
but in this parable, Jesus shows us some folks, even 
those who are intentionally invited, just do not see the 
value of life in the kingdom of God. 

What are you doing the next two years? What if you took 
two years to make an estimate for the ‘cost’ of what you 
were going to be/do the rest of your life? What if at the 
end of two years, you would claim as your own the  
Apostles’ Creed? What if you were not alone, and the 
church not only walked along with you, but even laid 
hands on you, invoking God to be with you in the  
faithful doing, no less than through the sinful failing?  
It just might sound something like this, "You have made  
public profession of your faith. Do you INTEND to continue  
in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: 
to live among God’s faithful people, to hear God’s Word 
and share in God’s supper, to proclaim the good news of 
God in Christ Jesus through word and deed, to serve all 
people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to 
strive for justice and peace in all the earth?”
That is a tall order! Read it again. Estimate what your life 
will need to do all of that! Consider who you will need to 
stay on that every day.  
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SUNDAY, MARCH 7

 Lost Luke 15:1-32

I went through a faith struggle when I was younger, and 
in many ways, I was wandering around lost in the world. 
I thought I knew what the right direction was to go, but 
every turn led me down a dead-end path. I was lost.  
Then a person I barely knew came to me and invited 
me into a community. He walked with me as I struggled 
with my past and my mistakes. He shared with me words 
of forgiveness, he comforted me be saying, over and 
over again, you are loved.
With everything going on in the world and in our lives, 
it is easy to get lost—to get lost in the material items we 
seek, to get lost in trying to look better in the eyes of 
others, to get lost by creating new idols. 

And when we are lost, God comes searching for us. 
Sometimes it is through a friend, other times it is 
through a moment, a voice, a whisper. Yes, God comes 
and carries us home like the lost sheep we are, always 
wanting to celebrate our return to the fold. 
Questions
1.  Have you gone through a time of being lost in your 

life? What was it like?
2.  How has God used you to comfort the lost?
Prayer
Lord, there are times when I am lost, times when I  
wander aimlessly, times when I struggle to hear you. 
Come to me and bring me back into your loving  
embrace. In your name I pray. Amen

giving them special treatment. It is destructive and tears 
at the heart of the family. Children are not to be seen as 
possessions of the parent to do with as they please, but 
as children of God, worthy of being treated with dignity 
and fairness. Our affections, values, and desires do not 
determine the value of a person. God imparts intrinsic 
value to all human life.
Questions
1.  Have you experienced favoritism in your family?
2.  If so, how did that make you feel?
3.  What attitude can help us treat others in just and fair 

ways?
Prayer
O Lord, you pour out your unconditional love upon the 
whole human family. Teach us to see others in the light 
of your love, so that our actions may reflect what is just 
and fair in your sight. Amen

MONDAY, MARCH 8

 Just Deuteronomy 21:15-17

Why was this law securing the rights of the oldest son 
established? Most likely it was to put an end to all the 
scheming that had gone on in the past. Firstborn sons of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who were Ishmael, Esau, and 
Reuben, all lost their birthrights to younger brothers. 
King David bowed to pressure from his wife Bathsheba 
and the prophet Nathan to name his younger son  
Solomon as his successor rather than his oldest living 
son Adonijah. The rules favoring the rights of the  
firstborn needed strengthening, which is what the 
present law does. 
More times than we would like to admit, parents can fall 
into the trap of preferring one child over another and 
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we stubbornly resist the reign of God that Jesus brings, 
that God will sweep that stubbornness right out of the 
way. God is going to bring the kingdom, we are  
reminded, so don’t be stubborn! Get on board!
Questions
1.   Have you ever had to deal with a stubborn animal, 

like a pet? How did you get them to act in the way 
that you wanted?

2.   How might God be working in your life to  
overcome your own stubbornness and bring  
about the kingdom?

Prayer
God, overcome our stubbornness, we pray. Teach us to 
embrace your kingdom and your will for the sake of all 
your people. Amen 

I have once in my life attempted to walk a cat. We had 
just moved out of Chicago to a more rural (what isn’t 
more rural than Chicago?) town in Wisconsin, and I 
decided my city-dwelling cat needed to get some fresh 
air. We already had a harness and leash, since we had 
found that this worked much better than a pet carrier to 
transport the cat, so it was a simple matter of hooking 
him up and heading out the door. It went about as well 
as you’d expect. In fact, it was about the polar opposite 
of the picture today, in which a dog is pulling in one 
direction. The cat simply sat down and refused to move.
Today, in our journey to the cross, our reading from  
Deuteronomy invites us to consider our stubbornness 
when it comes to our enacting the kingdom of God that 
Jesus calls us toward. Deuteronomy reminds us that if 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10

 Mercy Psalm 51

David was a very good king. He sang psalms of praise  
to God, he sought God’s guidance, and he ruled 
according to God’s will. But even King David had flaws. 
You remember the story of how King David’s wandering 
eyes caught a glimpse of a beautiful woman bathing on 
her rooftop. And while David’s kingship entitled him to 
just about anything, he was not entitled to summon  
another man’s wife. Yet David had Bathsheba and got 
her pregnant, after which he tried unsuccessfully to  
cover his tracks. The only thing David could think of to 
avoid a scandal was to have Bathsheba’s husband  
murdered. God sent the prophet Nathan to David to 
point out his grievous sin. There would be grave  
consequences for David’s sins, including the death of  
the child he and Bathsheba were expecting.
Knowing all of this, David did the thing he had done 
many times, ever since he was a boy—he sang to God. 
David sang what we know as Psalm 51, confessing his 
fault and begging for God’s mercy. It’s a beautiful song, 
asking not only for God’s mercy and forgiveness, but for 

TUESDAY, MARCH 9

  Stubborn Deuteronomy 21:18-21

God to help create a clean heart in him, helping him to 
do better in the future. God walked with David  
throughout his life, showing him mercy and inspiring 
David to show mercy to others.
Questions
1. What part of Psalm 51 really speaks to you? Why? 
2. For what in your life do you wish to receive mercy?
3.  How can you show mercy to others?
Prayer
Merciful God, your love and mercy are abundant in  
a world filled with sin and selfishness. Help us to  
appreciate the mercy you show us and inspire us to 
show mercy to others in your name. Amen
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Over and over in scripture, God calls us to do what is 
right and what is just. And because we are human,  
we have to be reminded, over and over again, what  
that means. What God wants from us more than our  
sacrifices is to love and care for and serve the least of 
these. What is right is for us to look out for the vulnerable  
among us. What is right is to correct the harm caused to 
them and lift up their humanity. This is righteousness.  
This is justice, and this is what the Lord wants from us.
Questions
1.  In what ways have you been righteous?
2.  In what ways can you practice righteousness during 

this Lenten season?
Prayer
God of righteousness, as we continue our journey to the 
cross, turn our hearts toward you. Turn our focus away 
from ourselves, so that we might do what is right and 
just in your eyes. Amen

I struggled to find a good word for this short and  
powerful reading in Proverbs. Righteousness is a loaded 
word, used mostly in church circles. When many of 
us hear this word, we have an image in our mind of 
someone who works to be morally superior at all costs.  
Because I am a lifelong Lutheran, I know to my core 
that I will never be able to achieve that level of morality.  
However, in Proverbs, righteousness means something 
deeper and more faith-filled.

Questions
1. What is a gift or privilege that you love to share?
2.  What is a gift or privilege that others share that you 

appreciate? 
3.  What are you most tempted to hoard—money, time, 

objects, relationships, etc.?
Prayer 
God of every good and gracious gift, help us to live into 
trusting your provision for us as your children. Keep us 
from manipulation and self-centeredness as we live in 
relationship with you and all your children.

FRIDAY, MARCH 12

 Serve Luke 16:1-13

This is a challenging passage to work with for many. 
Even the title we give it, “The Parable of the Dishonest 
Manager,” reinforces its troublesome nature. But there 
is a reason Jesus wants us to wrestle with this parable.  
Much has been made of differing privilege over these 
past years, and I think this is a story of privilege. The 
manager of the parable uses his privilege for his own 
personal gain. Helping others financially by forgiving 
their debts, the manager hopes to create relationships 
that he can take advantage of in the future.  
This is not a parable against having privilege or being 
financially well-set. Instead, we must ask ourselves how 
we use these gifts—only for our benefit or to share with 
others? Recently I have seen the following posted on 
social media, which speaks to me: “As a tall person, I 
cannot offer to reach something on a high shelf for a 
stranger, yet if they ask me, I must oblige. This is the 
law of the giants.” I am 6’6,” and I have found this to be 
true! I don’t mind though. My height is not something I 
earned, it is a gift, and if I can use it to benefit a little old 
lady who wants a box of oats from the top shelf, I have 
earned a friend by sharing my gift. 
Jesus, in our reading today, warns not about privilege 
or wealth but against their power. On his way to the 
cross where Jesus will give of himself for us, we are 
reminded of the fullness of God’s love for us all. In this 
parable, Jesus is calling people to use money, privilege, 
and power in ways that defy their seductive self-serving 
claims even as we give thanks for the one who has given 
his all for us.

THURSDAY, MARCH 11

 Righteousness Proverbs 21:1-5
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Just over two months ago the world was horrified as 
modern-day lovers of money forced their way into the 
Capitol Building of the United States Congress, at the 
encouragement of their leaders. It came at the cost of 
human lives. Democracy has never entered those doors 
that way. 
“Who is the strongest? Who is the best? Who holds the 
Aces, the East or the West? This is the crap our children 
are learning.” These lyrics are from a rock anthem on 
the album RADIO K.A.O.S. by Roger Waters, formerly of 
Pink Floyd. The grown children of Jesus’ day thought 
that they held the Aces, oblivious that only God had an 
Ace up his sleeve, and that God had just dealt it out; 
but all they could do was ridicule it.  
There was a Joker that God had sent out before playing 
that Ace, in the hopes that people would learn to 
play by the rules again (the law and the prophets).  
Some did repent, but not these lovers of money. They 
thought the game was their own. Their game was up.
The kingdom of God would not be entered by force, 
by their own efforts. The kingdom of God is entered 
by folding our cards of strength and success, realizing 
who the Dealer is, and welcoming the good news that 
he loves us more than we love our money.
The next lyrics in Waters’ song are, “but oh oh, the tide is 
turning.” So it is for all who enter by Jesus.  

SATURDAY, MARCH 13

 Enter Luke 16:14-18

SUNDAY, MARCH 14

 Send Luke 16:19-31

We were on a youth mission trip with kids who lived 
sheltered lives. We were serving in a large, inner city 
area, which was opening the eyes of many who had 
come. One day, when it was about 90 degrees, we were 
all tired out, not smelling the best, and getting close to 
the end of our lunch break, one of the girls stood up, 
grabbed a pitcher of lemonade, crossed to the park, 
and started pouring drinks for all the people resting 
there. This was a turning point for her, and for the group. 
Barriers started to come down, and eyes were opened to 
the people around them. 
I am reminded of that experience when looking at our 
lesson because it is an eye-opening experience, as well. 
In this parable there is a rich man in a gated house.  
He has everything he needs, everything he wants,  
everything he desires. But down by the gate of his  
house lives Lazarus. A poor man who lives off of the 
table scraps of the rich man. He is not really seen by 

anyone, especially the rich man. Both men die and, in 
the afterlife, they are separated by a chasm that no one 
can cross. Here they have an encounter with Abraham 
that is eye-opening. It teaches that compassion is more 
important to God than anything we earn here on earth. 
And that in the end, it is about the relationships, not the 
size of the bank account.
Questions
1.  What are some eye-opening experiences you  

have had?
2. What does this parable tell you about relationships?
Prayer
Send me, O Lord, so that I may share your story of love 
with others. Open my mouth, open my hands, open my 
ears, O Lord, so that I may reach out to others by sharing 
your story, hearing their story, and walking with them. 
Amen

Questions
1.  Who are people you have let into your heart?
2.  Who does God want to let into God’s ‘heart’?
3. What could you do to help someone enter there?
Prayer
God, we thank you for giving us rules to guide us, and 
speakers to address us. Most of all, thank you for giving 
us Jesus to invite us. Amen
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MONDAY, MARCH 15

 Grace Luke 17:1-10

These sayings of Jesus speak to difficulties disciples 
often face. They warn against leading others astray by 
our own poor behavior and require us to hold each other 
accountable but to forgive all those who repent. They 
speak to the power of faith. And in the end, when you 
have done all that was required of you; do not assume 
you are owed a reward for doing your duty.  

TUESDAY, MARCH 16

 Healed Luke 17:11-19

In going to show themselves to the priests, the lepers, 
who find themselves healed, are being restored to their 
community. And, the one (a Samaritan) who returns  
to give thanks to Jesus finds himself restored to a 
community that he couldn’t have been sure that he ever 
truly belonged to. So, as we journey to the cross today, 
let us ponder how we find healing and how we find the 
kingdom itself in community.
Questions
1.   Take about 30 seconds and make a list of all the 

things that come to mind when you think of healing.
2.   Do the same for all the things that come to mind 

when you think of community.
3.  How are the two lists similar? How are they  

different?
Prayer
Christ our healer, you restore our bodies, minds, and 
spirits. You also restore us to one another and to you in 
community. Bind up that which is broken, and bind us 
together in mutual love and faith, for your kingdom’s 
sake. Amen

This does not sit well when we see living obediently and 
doing good as cause for reward. If we view that God’s 
grace and favor is based on what God owes us for our 
positive actions, we are making a big mistake. For God’s 
favor is not based on our merit but on his grace. God’s 
love for us is not dependent on what we do, but who 
we are through Christ. This is a lesson in humility and 
thankfulness for the abundant love and unmerited grace 
we receive from God. 
Questions
1.  Do you think that those who follow Christ more 

closely are loved by God more than those who sin 
more often?

2.  What is so radical about God’s mercy and grace?
Prayer
O Lord, we often act as if your love and favor is dependent  
on our ability to please you. Help us to see that your 
grace and mercy are extended to us and all people out 
of your unconditional love rather than our ability to be 
worthy. Help us to walk faithfully in your grace and to 
demonstrate this same love to others. Amen

In this journey to the cross, Jesus has been pointing out 
with increasing urgency what it means to live in this 
reality called the kingdom of God and inviting people 
to join in enacting that reality. Today we see this in a 
healing. These ten lepers are cleansed of their disease, 
but Jesus doesn’t wave his hand, say some impressive 
prayer, and heal them on the spot. Rather, Christ tells 
them to show themselves to the priests, and as they go, 
they are healed.
And, I think it’s pretty important that this healing takes 
place in the context of the restoration of community. 
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So many people have tried to predict the end of the 
world, and/or the second coming of Jesus. Sometimes 
it’s had to do with a particular year—1843, 1914, 2000, 
or 2012. Sometimes people look around at the things 
going on in the world and think the combination of 
many negative things surely must be signs of the end 
times—“Look! A pandemic, dozens of hurricanes, and 
terrible violence must mean the world is coming to an 
end!” Others use verses 34-35 to advocate that “the 
rapture” is coming—some will be taken to heaven early 
while others will be left to suffer until the end.  
Yet here Jesus states very clearly, “The kingdom of God 
is not coming with things that can be observed. Nor will 
they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ For, in fact, the 
kingdom of God is among you.” In other words, why 
bother trying to predict when the kingdom of God might 
come when Jesus, representative of God’s kingdom, was 
among them already? And “rapture” isn’t even a biblical 
concept—it was pieced together from various biblical 
passages, starting in the 1820s.
All this is to say, we’re not called to try to calculate or 
predict the return of Christ or the end of the world. We’re 
called to follow Christ and to bring Jesus to those who 
need the good news that he was among us to forgive 
and save us, and Jesus is still with us, through his Holy 
Spirit, who guides us all.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17

 Look Luke 17:20-37

Questions 
1.  How does this passage make you feel?
2.  What beliefs do you have of the end times?
3.  What part does Jesus play in those beliefs?  
Prayer
Gracious Lord, your kingdom comes amongst us each 
day. Help us in our words and deeds look for ways to 
build your kingdom using the gifts you give us of love, 
mercy, and forgiveness. This we pray in Jesus name. 
Amen 

THURSDAY, MARCH 18

 Persist Luke 18:1-8

Growing up and in my young adult life, I always thought 
this parable was about being persistent in prayer. I was 
never consistent in my prayers unless you count every 
Sunday in church, so I would hear this story and try and 
recommit myself to daily prayer. But then I had a bit 
more life experience and study of this parable to realize, 
while Jesus starts off talking about prayer, he is  
highlighting the widow’s persistence in righting a  
wrong that has been done against her.
This story of the widow and the unjust judge is about a 
woman who persisted for justice. She had been wronged 
in some way, and she knew that what had taken place 
wasn’t right. She went to the judge every day asking for 
him to fix it, and every day he said 'no,' until the day he 
had enough. The judge rights the wrong, not because 
it is the right thing to do, but because he is worried that 
she will escalate her pleas to attacks.
God brings about justice not to silence our pleas, but 
because it is the right thing to do. While we persist in 
prayer and persist in the ways of God’s justice, God will 
do what is right and just. As we persist in our prayers on 
this journey to the cross, may we also persist in acting in 
ways that are right and just.

Questions
1.  How have you persisted in prayer this Lenten  

season? 
2.  What are some ways you can persist in justice?
Prayer
God of justice, you act to right the wrongs of this world 
because it is the just thing to do. Help us to not only 
persist in our prayer, but to persist in your justice for the 
sake of your kingdom, through your son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen
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Ever mindful of his destination, Jesus’ teaching is  
picking up passion and intensity as we journey to the 
cross with him. Today we have two stories that seem to 
be an odd match. I am confident I have never connected 
them in my mind, but there they are, right next to each 
other in Luke’s Gospel.  
When I read the first part of our lesson today, I was 
reminded of the young lady who was trying not to boast 
and said, “I’m quite a humble person, but I’m not proud 
of that.” The boastful prayer is sure they have done  
all the right things and are proud to boast of their ac-
complishments. But as one old pastor has said, "Where 
there is boasting in prayer, you can be sure the god they 
are praying to is themselves."  
This obnoxious self-righteousness closes us off from 
receiving God’s grace. The penitent prayer knows the 
real score—the good, the bad, and the ugly—and trusts 
fully and humbly in God’s grace.
Enter the children that came to Jesus. As silly and  
precocious as they may have been, children, especially 

young children, primarily only know of receiving. A 
two-year-old cannot earn its keep, a newborn has a 
minimal skill set, yet they love and are loved. Like small 
children, we are called to receive the blessings of God to 
live thankfully and to grow nurtured by this love we have 
received from God.
Questions
1.  What is the best gift from a friend or family member 

you have ever received?
2.  What is the difference between giving thanks and 

boasting?
3.  How can we be more child-like in our faith even as 

we age?
Prayer
Loving God, you give us all we need for life and salvation.  
Thank you for the opportunities to grow in love and 
faithfulness each day. Help us to love as you love, forgive 
as you forgive, and grow each day into your likeness as 
your children. In Jesus’ name. Amen

him with all my heart.” Just as sure is Cajetan’s wisdom, 
“Then that is how you will be tempted.”
The rich ruler who came to Jesus was seeking something 
his wealth had not provided. Even his keeping of the 
commandments was not enough. In the end, the rich 
ruler, Bruce, and Aleander all wanted to be loved by 
God. It appears that the only thing standing in their way 
was… them.
Questions
1. What do you seek in life?
2.  How could you get in the way of that?
3. How can you serve God in that?
Prayer
God Almighty, thank you for freely loving us, and gracing 
us eternal life. May our faith not be lacking as we seek to 
serve you with our whole heart. Amen

SATURDAY, MARCH 20

 Lacking Luke 18:18-30

In the movie Bruce Almighty (2003), when given the 
power of God, there is still one thing Bruce (played by 
Jim Carrey) could not do: he could not make someone 
love him. It took Bruce painfully long to figure out that 
being loved is what he wanted more than anything else, 
and it came at the cost of hurting the person who cared 
for him the most. Only by accepting his fault and his  
vulnerable need did Bruce come to know, for the first 
time, what love was. It was God’s Grace (pun intended).
Another religious movie of 2003 was Luther (played 
by Joseph Fiennes). One of my favorite scenes is the 
approaching consecration of Pope Leo X. It is a time of 
new hopes, beginnings, and skepticism. A conversation 
ensues between Cardinal Cajetan and he who shall  
become papal advisor, Girolamo Aleander. As they 
near the ceremony, Cajetan is recalling the legacies of 
previous popes, and then he asks, “What is it you seek 
Aleander?” His response is sure, “To serve God, to serve 

FRIDAY, MARCH 19

 Receive Luke 18:9-17
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SUNDAY, MARCH 21

 See Luke 18:31–19:10

Questions
1.  What do you need restored?
2.  How can you help others in the community of faith?
Prayer
Open my eyes, Giving God, to all the blessings I have 
in my life—blessings of family, of friends, of this body 
that is the Church. Help me not take these blessings for 
granted but rather give thanks for them and find ways to 
share them with others. Amen

MONDAY, MARCH 22

 King Luke 19:11-28

Questions
1.  In what ways do you see Jesus as a king to us?
2.  How is the character of Jesus different from earthly 

rulers?
3. How do you imagine God’s kingdom?
Prayer
Jesus you are King of kings and Lord of lords. You 
poured out your power for the powerless and your  
salvation for the lost. Guide us with your Spirit that we 
may proclaim your kingdom of justice, peace,  
forgiveness, and love. Amen

“Lord, let me see again.” This is the cry from the blind 
man who is begging outside of Jericho. The man was 
blinded and sitting outside of the community, as he was 
considered unclean and unwelcome in this town. But 
Jesus sees something else. He sees beyond the laws 
that were established. He sees beyond the rules and  
regulations. He sees a faithful child of God who is  
suffering, and so he acts. “Receive your sight,” Jesus 
says, “your faith has saved you.” 
Crying out to be seen, and to see, is an act of faith. It 
demonstrates the relationship between child and God. 
In this act of faith, God acts. Jesus restores the man’s 
sight, but more than that, he restores the man to  
community.

This parable sounds very similar to the Parable of the 
Talents recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. In Matthew 
the Parable of the Talents is a call to stewardship, but 
this parable in Luke is a call to be faithful, not to the kind 
of king in this parable, but to Christ our king. In this 
parable the returning king rewards those who added to 
his wealth and intends to slaughter his opponents. He 
is greedy and vengeful and is to be seen in contrast to 
Jesus and the coming kingdom of God. Jesus is on a 
journey toward Jerusalem where he will soon enter to 
praises due a king but will die on the cross to usher in 
God’s kingdom of justice, peace, forgiveness, and love.  
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TUESDAY, MARCH 23

 House Luke 19:45-20:8

because of what happens there. The temple matters 
because of worship and prayer. The temple matters 
because of the relationship with God that it represents. 
And, so as we journey to the cross today, we are invited  
to examine our lives of faith. Are we holding onto 
unhelpful things because we have long held to them, 
or are we centering ourselves in the good news of the 
kingdom that Jesus brings?
Questions
1.  What comes to your mind when you think of a 

house? Is it the building, the people, a feeling?
2.  How can a sense of place center us in the Good News 

that Jesus brings?
Prayer
God almighty, cleanse the houses of our minds of all 
that does not build up your kingdom, consume us with 
zeal for the Good News, so that we might take part in 
your reign of justice and peace. Amen

Vineyards take years to become successful. The time 
and energy used to cultivate, nurture, and bring vines to 
fruition are substantial. Cultivating a vineyard is a labor 
of love with hope and trust sprinkled in. In the parable, 
the owner of the vineyard entrusted the vineyard to 
tenants who would care for it and harvest the fruits on 
his behalf. Of course, the owner would collect a share of 
the crop as payment for use of his land. So far, this story 
would’ve sounded normal to Jesus’ audience. This sort 
of arrangement was common in their time.
But then the story turns. The tenants refuse to give the 
owner’s slave the proper share. In fact, they beat him 
and send him away. They do the same to two others. 
So the owner sends his son. Surely they’ll respect him. 
Instead, they kill the son to get his inheritance. The 
parable ends with Jesus saying that the vineyard will 
be given to others. 
For us, this is a very clear foreshadowing of Jesus’ death. 
The vineyard is creation, and the owner is God, who put 
much work into the “vineyard”. God sent many prophets  

to “collect fruits” from God’s people, and they were 
mistreated and ignored. So God sent his Son, who was 
killed. For the people of Jesus’ time, this parable was an 
indictment of their lives, yet another reason they sought 
to kill him. But this parable reminds us of the inheritance  
we undeservedly receive because of the Son’s death—
eternal life.  
Questions
1.  What about this parable stands out to you?
2.  What’s the best inheritance you’ve received? Do you 

feel you deserved it?
Prayer
Gracious God, we give you thanks for the inheritance  
of life that you have given us. You planted us in your 
vineyard and expected us to bear fruits as a response to 
that gift. Help us to be fruitful, yielding love, compassion,  
and service for the good of the world. We pray in Jesus’ 
name. Amen

A lot of people have a family house, whether it’s an old 
ancestral “home place,” where generations of the family 
have lived stretching back ages or whether it’s simply 
the house where they grew up. I don’t feel like I have 
that. My parents’ house has been rearranged and added 
to (all for the best) so much since I lived there that I 
hardly recognize it. And, over my adult life, I’ve moved 
so much that nowhere really feels like “my house,” they 
just seem to be the places where I happen to live at any 
given time. The things that center me, therefore, tend to 
be what the house contains: my family, my stubborn  
cat, and the objects of value (whether monetary or 
sentimental) that have moved from place to place. 
The buildings themselves don’t really hold that much 
importance for me.
And, in his actions clearing out the temple today, Jesus 
makes a similar point. The temple, he intimates, doesn’t 
matter simply because it’s a temple. The temple matters 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24

Vineyard Luke 20:9-19
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THURSDAY, MARCH 25

Test Luke 20:20-47

is near. I get anxious for Jesus. I get disappointed at the 
disciples because they typically fall short. And this is 
where I take every story to heart. I sit longer with each 
story and ponder what these lessons teach me about my 
life as a child of God. And I sit and I pray, that each year 
these stories draw us ever close to our grace-filled God.
Question
1.  How do you relate to these stories of our faith?
2.  When in this journey to the cross do you recognize 

that the cross is inevitable?
Prayer
God of Mercy, you are slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. Draw us into the story of your son, Jesus.  
May his words guide our hearts and our lives, which 
draw us closer to you, through your son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen

Our journey to the cross is starting to get real. Jesus, in 
his teaching, grows ever more earnest and blunt. The 
realities of the coming week begin to cast a shadow over 
us even as we continue to follow Jesus along the way. 
Jesus warns us that a life of faith requires everything. It 
is not an easy road, it is not the path of least resistance, 
but it is one that is yet filled with promise and abundant 
care for us.  
The story of the widows offering that starts our reading 
has been a favorite of mine because time and time 
again, I have seen the generosity of the faithful lived out 
in hundreds of ways over the years. Years back, I held 
a Thursday morning Bible study with a group of older 
women in an apartment complex. All of them lived on 
the edge financially in their retirement, so when it came 
time to pledge for our building project, they were  
concerned. Each one told me they didn’t have much but 
could give what they could, and I trusted that they did. 
But I said to them; it’s not enough, I need more from 
you! One dear old saint that wasn’t even a member of 
my church blinked at me, somewhat stunned! Yes, I said 

One of the things I love about reading a good book is 
that I get emotionally invested. I start to care about the 
characters and their experiences. I feel what they feel.  
I get anxious when something bad is about to happen  
to them. I cheer when they use their wit to free  
themselves of the situation, and I do love an ending 
where everything that needs to be resolved for me, is, in 
fact, resolved. For me the stories of Lent and Holy Week 
are like a good book, and year after year I get sucked in, 
and for good reason.
When I hear these particular stories of the religious 
authorities questioning Jesus, I know that the cross 
is inevitable. I cheer Jesus on as he skillfully answers, 
“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s”, and I take to heart their 
meaning for my life and my faith. Once the religious 
leaders really put Jesus to the test, I know that the cross 

I need you to give more, I need you to pray each day for 
the safety of the builders and workers on our site and for 
their skills and abilities to be used to the glory of God. 
With a sigh of relief and a giggle or two, they all agreed 
they could give it all they had!
Questions
1.  Have you ever given of your resources so entirely 

that you were tapped out? Why did you do that?
2.  Have you ever received more from someone than 

you ever expected? What was that like?
3.  How easy is it to trust that despite the difficulties of 

life, “not a hair on your head will perish?”
Prayer
Creator of all there is, help us to live into your generosity 
as we see that every good and perfect gift is from you. 
Sometimes we feel that we do not have much to give, 
help us to see that when we respond to your call, each 
gift is precious. Bless us this day in Jesus’ name. Amen

FRIDAY, MARCH 26

 Generous Luke 21:1-19
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SATURDAY, MARCH 27

 Near Luke 21:20-38

SUNDAY, MARCH 28 

 Go Luke 19:29-44

Jerusalem and the temple were in large part destroyed 
during the Roman-Jewish War, around four decades 
after they thought that they had destroyed Jesus. It was 
near, or nearing, when Jesus was sharing this. Many in 
that generation had not passed away when all of these 
things took place.
If now was the time when Jesus had become incarnate,  
what example from nature might he have used to 
emphasize ‘nearness’? Science allows us to see for 
ourselves that the climate change we have caused is 
bringing nearer the point of no return for our planet 
to support human life. Somehow it doesn’t bring a lot 
of comfort to know that while the Earth will pass away, 
Jesus’ words will not pass away. And comfort is not what 
this passage is about. Be alert! Pray for strength! How 
will you stand before the Son of Man?
It is a warning. There are going to be horrible things.  
This was their story. This is our story.
And it is a hopeful promise. Redemption drew near. 
Our redemption! And in our story, we have the power 
to bring redemption near the earth. That we can heed 
Jesus’ words and make changes upon the face of the 
whole earth, changes that glorify the kingdom of God, 
are as apparent to us as is the destruction. Perhaps our 
embracing the changes needed to care for the earth and 
her inhabitants is one of the ways that all can know that 
the kingdom of God is near.

Questions
1.  What are ways countries are caring for creation? 
2. What can you do?
3. What can your church do?
Prayer
God, though the earth will pass away, and though we 
will pass away, we give thanks that Jesus’ word will not 
pass away. And that word is life. So thank you for our 
redemption, thank you for Jesus, near and dear to our 
hearts. Amen 

This is the start of Holy Week and it begins as we join the 
disciples and go and get a colt and watch a wonderful 
parade take place with Hosanna’s being sung, Jesus  
riding on the colt, and palm branches being strewn 
about. After the parade, on Thursday, we will go to a 
table in the Upper Room and participate in a powerful 
Passover meal. After this meal we will go to a garden and 
listen to Jesus pray and cry out to his Father. Eventually 
we will go with Peter and watch Jesus be tried and 
eventually crucified.
This is an active week in the life of Jesus, and it is an 
active week in our lives of faith. As we are called to go 
and walk these steps again, we are also invited to listen. 
Listen to the story, listen to the promise, listen to power 
of God giving all for his children.

Questions
1. How are you planning on celebrating Holy Week?
2.  What do you hear God saying to you at this time?
Prayer
Holy Lord, empower me to go into your beautiful  
creation and share the story of Christ with others. Grant 
me courage and compassion as I enter your mission 
field. Amen
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MONDAY, MARCH 29

 Opposition Luke 22:28-46

in our weakness. As Jesus prayed for strength and to be 
spared from trials that threatened to overwhelm him, we 
are encouraged to pray in this same way.  
Questions
1.  Have you ever met with opposition for acting like a 

Christian? Tell the story.
2.  In the Lord’s Prayer we pray, “Lead us not into 

temptation,” or “Save us from the time of trial.” What 
temptations or trials do you most need God to help 
you overcome?

Prayer
Lord, we do not follow you as we should. We have failed 
in so many ways and yet you do not reject us but urge us 
forward. Comfort and encourage us when we face  
opposition for following in your ways and use us to  
pro-claim your love and forgiveness. Amen

When Christ is questioned, he gives the truth, he  
testifies to the Good News. Let us continue to look to 
Jesus as our Lenten journey takes us finally to the cross.
Questions
1.  When you hear Peter questioned in today’s reading, 

what is your reaction?
2.  When you hear Jesus questioned in today’s reading, 

what is your reaction?
Prayer
Lord Jesus, be faithful to us as we journey to the cross. 
Walk beside us and ahead of us, and give us your faith 
that we might celebrate your resurrection with joy. Amen

TUESDAY, MARCH 30

 Question Luke 22:47-71

Jesus knows he will soon be arrested and is trying  
his best to prepare his disciples for the days ahead.  
Faithfulness to Christ comes in the midst of trials and 
opposition. It comes even through human weakness,  
betrayal, and temptation. Danger will come to his 
disciples, and he warns them to be prepared for they 
should expect to be persecuted if they follow in his 
footsteps. Then the scene shifts to Jesus at the Mount of 
Olives praying for strength and deliverance. Though the 
disciples fail to stay awake and pray with him, his love 
never wavers. 
I take comfort in knowing that the first disciples were 
flawed human beings that struggled as we do to be 
faithful to Christ. Following Jesus means that we will 
come up against the norms and powers of this world, 
and we should not expect an easy ride. Yet God is able to 
work in and through us to accomplish his purposes even 

During Holy Week, as our journey to the cross draws 
near to its completion, the church does one very import-
ant thing. We look to Jesus. In these last hours of Christ’s 
life, as he is betrayed, as he (soon) suffers and dies only 
to rise again, we look to Jesus. And, looking to Jesus, we 
see Good News, which often contrasts to what we would 
see if we looked to ourselves. There’s no better example 
of that than the two sets of questions in our reading 
today.
When Peter (who we might look to and see ourselves) is 
questioned, he gets it wrong. When Peter is questioned, 
his faith falters. When Peter is questioned, he denies 
that he even knew Jesus. But, we don’t look to Peter 
during Holy Week, we look to Jesus. And, looking to 
Jesus, we see Christ questioned and remaining faithful. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31

Accuse Luke 23:1-31

THURSDAY, APRIL 1

 Meal Luke 22:1-27

When I was in college, I had a favorite theology professor.  
I respected him deeply and soaked up every bit of 
wisdom that came out of his mouth. I put the most effort 
into his classes, because I wanted to do well and impress 
him. We were assigned to write a paper, interpreting a 
Bible passage. A week later, the professor called me into 
his office and accused me of plagiarism. I was devastated.  
He told me that concepts in my paper reminded him of 
concepts a fellow professor had written about. In tears, 
I defended myself, assuring him that the paper was 
indeed my own work. I explained that I had taken that 
professor’s class where he taught those concepts, and I 
had used those concepts to interpret the Bible passage 
and to write my paper. After that, his face softened, and 
he said, “I’m sorry; you’re right. That’s not plagiarism, 
that’s employing knowledge you’ve learned.” 
I was “cleared,” but the memory of false accusation stuck 
with me for a long time. I can’t imagine also having to 
pay a price for something I hadn’t done. Yet that’s exactly 
the pain that Jesus endured—being abandoned by those 

who had vowed to follow him at all costs, being arrested 
by people who didn’t understand what he had come to 
do, and being accused of things that were utterly untrue, 
unsubstantiated, without merit. Yet that was just the 
beginning of what Jesus was about to endure.
Questions
1.  How does this text affect you?
2.  Have you ever been accused of something you 

didn’t do? 
3.  How did that affect you?  
Prayer
God of grace, you walked with your Son Jesus as he was 
accused of crimes he did not commit. You gave him 
courage and grace to deal with those who despised him. 
Remind us of everything that Jesus endured for us, and 
help us to be slow to accuse, and open to understand 
others. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen

One of the things that my folks are grieving most during 
this pandemic is not being able to kneel at the railing 
together for communion. Many times we dismiss others 
grief around losing traditions and think that they should 
just get over it. But this is a practice I miss for my people 
because to them it carries deep meaning and signifi-
cance for how they experience God’s grace. They gather 
together, surrounded by their friends and family, to 
receive bread and wine, body and blood. For many of  
my folks, kneeling is an act of humility before God, 

another remembrance of this night that we are called by 
this same grace into service to one another.
On this night we actively remember all of Jesus’ words.  
The commandment to eat together, that Jesus’ body was 
given for us and his blood shed for us. We remember 
the importance of that particular meal, and all of the 
meals that we have shared together in the presence of 
Jesus. And we remember this night that included in 
this meal is an invitation to humble service. Regardless 
of how we have to actively celebrate and remember 
Jesus’s words, this truth never changes. Through this 
unchanging meal, we receive God’s unwavering grace, 
and propelled from that meal into a life of service to God 
and our neighbor. 
Questions
1.  What do your communion traditions mean to you?  

How do you connect to God and each other through 
this meal?

2. What is the significance of this meal in your life?
Prayer
God of grace, you gather us together and invite us to 
remember this night through your holy meal. Fill our 
hearts with the gift of you grace, and send us out in 
humble service to you and toward one another, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 2

 Last Luke 23:32-47

If so, can our hope last?  
Maybe last has less to do with finality than endurance? 
What are we waiting for in hope? Could it be something 
good?
Questions
1.  When you hear the word last, what first comes to 

mind?
2.  Why do you think they call this Good Friday?
3.  How well do you wait?
Prayer
Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw 
all people to himself. Grant that we who have been born 
out of his wounded side may at all times find mercy in 
him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen

SATURDAY, APRIL 3

 Rested Luke 23:48-56

Our journey has come to a close. We are at the cross 
where Jesus dies. But as he has done all along our 
journey, he is still teaching, still gracious, still loving to 
the very last. 
Each time I read the end of this passage, “Then Jesus, 
crying with a loud voice, said, 'Father, into your hands, I 
commend my spirit.' Having said this, he breathed his 
last.” My heart breaks. 
Last—so final, so tricky, so hopeless… 
Yet… we call this day “Good.” 
What is good about last? At this point in the journey,  
nothing it seems. But while we have journeyed to the 
cross, the journey of life does not, in fact, end here.  
Remember what Jesus said, taught, and lived. Remember  
the promises. Is there more, could there be more? 
Can we, in the face of death, have hope? The Book of Eli is apropos to the plot of the movie by the 

same title. Spoiler alert: after thirty years carrying the 
sole responsibility of the Word, our wounded traveler 
finally reaches his destination, the only place from which 
the Word can go forth. Thirty years is a long time to carry 
the cross, if you will, even if the weight of didn’t become 
too much until the end (ala Jesus). Our traveler can now 
share the good news, in peace, even though it has cost 
him his life. He has never had such rest. Sure, he found 
deserted places, but often that was somehow interrupted.  
No more. He could rest, knowing he had accomplished 
what needed to be done in order for others to be able to 
carry the Word, to live a life worth living.
On the third day Jesus would come to know another 
promised peace, but this day, he rested. Sure, there was 
a little work to be done in the place of the dead, but he’d 
already done the hard work to pull that off.
Rest is hard to come by for many, even more so for some 
during a pandemic. It is too often out of our control, so it 

seems. Yet it is a responsibility of our faith to find it. May 
we seek rest for the weary.
I have always been uncomfortable with the acronym, yet 
I have always found comfort in the blessing, and I pray 
you do, too: Rest In Peace.
Questions
1.  Where, or doing what, or with whom, do you find 

rest?
2.  What keeps you from resting well?
3.  How might you provide rest for others? 
Prayer
God, thank you for the rest you give to all those who 
have gone before us. As stewards of your grace and will, 
may we look out for the rest, the sabbath, that we and 
our neighbors need. Amen
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SUNDAY, APRIL 4

 Life Luke 24:1-12

Credits, attributions, and thanksCredits, attributions, and thanks
Thanks to authors and contributors

Reverend Liesebet Gravley
Reverend Tom Krieger

Reverend Jennifer Jelinek
Reverend Erik Jelinek

Reverend Dominic V. Guido
Reverend Anne Christiansen

Reverend David J. Glesne

Special Thanks to the Congregations they serve

St. Luke Lutheran Church – Cold Spring, Kentucky
Grace Lutheran Church—Springfield, Illinois

Grace Lutheran Church—Cambridge, Wisconsin
Central Lutheran Church—Edgerton, Wisconsin

Gloria Dei Church—Crestview Hills, Kentucky
St. John’s Lutheran Church—Bloomington, Illinois 

Any outside sources are noted by each author.
All Photos are from the free photo site www.unsplash.com and www.pexels.com.

Donations may have been accepted to defray printing costs.

It was the women who came to the tomb. They had been 
with Jesus since Galilee and now they want to be with 
him again. They loaded up with spices and ointments 
and made the trip to the tomb. But there was nothing 
ordinary about their trip that Easter morning. When 
they arrived they saw the stone was rolled away and the 
tomb was empty. It was in the midst of that emptiness 
on that morning that a word was given to them, a word 
that changed everything. “Why do you look for the living 
among the dead. He is not here, but has risen”
It was on this Sunday morning that new creation was 
born. A creation of life that came out of emptiness; the 
emptiness of the tomb, the emptiness of their lives. And 
in a word, new life was given to all. “He is not here, but 
has risen.”

This Easter we celebrate that new life, and that it is 
promised to you, as well. Receive this gift, and share it 
with others.
Questions
1.  What does Easter mean to you?
2.  How can you share this life-giving story with others?
Prayer
God of new life, today we celebrate that death has been 
defeated and new life is born. I give you thanks for this 
new life, and may my eyes always be open to the eternal 
love you have showered upon me. In your holy name I 
pray. Amen



www.facebook.com/LentPhotoADay
#(word of the day)   •   #Lent2021   •   #journeytothecross21

FEBRUARY 17 
Follow

FEBRUARY 18 
Hospitality
FEBRUARY 19 
Listen

FEBRUARY 20 
And

FEBRUARY 21 
Neighbor
FEBRUARY 22 

Ask
FEBRUARY 23 

Woe
FEBRUARY 24 
Possessions

FEBRUARY 25 
Worry

FEBRUARY 26 
Require

FEBRUARY 27 
Divided

FEBRUARY 28 
Repent

MARCH 1 
Worthy
MARCH 2 

Compare
MARCH 3 
Lawful
MARCH 4 
Humility

MARCH 5 
Inviting
MARCH 6 

Intending
MARCH 7 
Lost

MARCH 8 
Just

MARCH 9 
Stubborn

MARCH 10 
Mercy
MARCH 11 

Righteousness
MARCH 12 
Serve

MARCH 13 
Enter

MARCH 14 
Send

MARCH 15 
Grace

MARCH 16 
Healed
MARCH 17 
Look

MARCH 18 
Persist
MARCH 19 
Receive
MARCH 20 
Lacking
MARCH 21 
See

MARCH 22 
King

MARCH 23 
House

MARCH 24 
Vineyard

MARCH 25 
Test

MARCH 26 
Generous

MARCH 27 
Near

MARCH 28 
Go

MARCH 29 
Opposition

MARCH 30 
Question

MARCH 31 
Accuse

APRIL 1 
Meal
APRIL 2 
Last

APRIL 3 
Rested
APRIL 4 
Life


